“'these earlier estimates that ‘the
“United - States, .after the. inva-
+sion of -Afghanistan; designated
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-the Sovaet' -Union’.for -the: fest
Jof ﬂ:e-*decade,*dtaﬂenges the'
-foundation:-on which . the *Reas
gan” .Adminisfration,.* and:- the
Carter_ eam.-which preceded it,
have:based~much of then- forﬁ
eign and defence policy. . i
The latest-CIA estimates’ mn-
tradxct earlier reports_that Rus-
sian oil ‘production. would start
10 ‘decline in:1980 and that'.it
would be:importing- foreign- oil
by (1985, It-was on the basis. of

Xhe Gulf_2s.an area: of. vital“ins
terest -to the West: and has
acted 'to strengthen -its- _strates
‘gic cdpability. and presence A4n
the reglon.m Syee, Vi Mk
As :recently: ‘a8 &ast Sunday,]
the us Defenee -Secretary, ‘Mr
Caspar: Weinberger, - when . de-
fending the sale of the sophis-|.
‘ticated “‘Awac radar- planes- to
:Saudi, Arabia,” said :“ We..are.
givmgﬂxe Middle East a much
%realtfr upabxlity efendinz
tself 34> v v
“w1f the ilfields fell “to. the
Russxans or.1f "we  were denied
-access » . .rhoth. Europe and
America.  ‘would: - suffer":very
greatly: and=I -think it's ‘very
important - totchelp them >(the
Saudxs) prevent that.” =<
‘In a series=of . reports from
1977 onwards, the ' CIA - had
-forecast the; Soviet Union.-oil
production would begin ta de-
cline by 1980 :and that. by 1985
it would be: .fmporting 3.5 ‘mil.
Alon barrels®a- day. The CIA

:nOW Says that' these estimates|

were wrons‘;g 2, result of in-
x-'----

mased Russian: luvestmeux Bt
- Asia result; US. pohcymaken
deg?mﬂ ‘that;sthe- Russxa;:
+need-for might.-cncoura.ger

ito Jinove:: towards. “the  Gulf
,regiun; i} 465 /search ' for. new
senergy" :sources:: - This °. Delief.
+was¥emphasised when:the Rus-
+81ans. thoved .into- Afghamsun
“which many- experts, - mciuding

-Adviser,;-Mr - Zbigniew ‘Brze-|
zinski. ‘saw -as a-stepping stone
to-the. oxlﬁelds*and.tha \varm
water ports, 77t k- ¢

. _,David.peaca PrOCESS LAY ok T

“the Ia.rgest 011 ‘producer in the.
-world, followed : by Saudi-'Ara- .

Among .the-: fpohcxes ‘dev
veloped to: deal - ‘with “this  was
“the establishment of:a 100,600

"strong rapid-deployment foree.|

by ‘President:Carter;: the<deter,
-mmatiqn by the Reagan .team.
“that-the=US: ought:"to have a7
-yresence,-j' By he"Gulf “-the,
extenaxon' INATO's- role to;
4 ulf ;and; more crecently "a}
-strategic: " .approach’™ °10.» e |
“MiddierEast  which: has ‘put de: |
¥ence xconsiderations, i-such "-as’
-the isecurity. of, Saudi . Arabia
iabove the-pursuit-of .the Camp

. ‘The. Soviet.- Union- has pub-
'.}hdys.reponed that-its' oil. pro-
-di : een - gradually.

s bia and the United’ States, "

E e . original’,-CIA "estimates

upu'.‘ production 3n 1985 at enght
to lo million - barrels, but. this
“has been revised- upwards to 10
to.- 11... million. "barrels. .The
.Russuns own.: projecnons --put

‘oil production in. 1985. at R4

.to 125.million barrels. .« ..
“* The™latest..CIA . ﬁgures. dif-]
-fering: from’”estimates in . the
previous few ' years,.has.again
‘raisedquestjons. here about the
quality of US. intslligence in.
formation and . the wisdom of
politicians basmg political deu-
..-§xonsun 1 T e

- Mr§chhael “Goldman, asso-
.ciate director of-Harvard’s Rus-
sian }Research  Centre, -later
praised the CIA reassessment
as. aimore accurate nefiection

“of tbg_worh_i situation.”
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